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Responding (o uncertainty
durmg and after Covid-19

sschools anound the world reopen

ed do=ure, the word of education Eac-
&5 aprofound neckorng. Teachers. ad-
istrators, policymakers. learners

and their panents will face 2 fundamental change to

the learning envimmment.

While the particulanities of this situation showly b-:- :

gin to arystallise, there is litthe doubt that the pan-
dermic has acted as both a catalyst and inhibitor, ac-
celerating some trends while slowingothers.

It has highlighted the challenges of acoess and in-
equality,whether that be in the form of acoess to
electronic devices at home or thevarying levels of
digital and echnological liveracy in the household.

But the pandemic has ako endowed parents with
new and difficult responsibilities and showcased
with sharp relief the diversity of cincumstances our

as parents who may be looking for work must now
alkso support their children's leaming at home.

1 has also presented new educational challeng-
& for teachers. students and parents The <hift Loon-
line learming, for example. demands famalianty and
literacy with a diversity of online !mi.upplmluls
and programmis. These ane skills and competencies

which are developed over time. which we canmol ex- £

pectour students or their families Lo acguine over-

aal and emotional learming plays in the dassroom.
For students, physical interaction. companionship

and commumication with one another is essentialin :
strengthening bonds ofemotional support. Cultivat- -
: spect o those around them.

mg these bonds isnot easily replicated in thedigital
workd. This has prompied teachers explore new
ways of cultivating a sense of safety and community
in this challenging emvironment.

Question pedagogy
In this broader sense.Covid-19has provoked usto
not only think abou and redefine our own defin:
tions of education_ but also forced usto question
pedagogy in different circumstances_And these are
challenges we should welcome with open arms.

Yet where Covid-19 hands out challenges withone
hand. it offers opportumties with the ot her We find

ourselves confronted with a new context and anun- :
: ative thinking the ability toopen one<elf to a diver-
: =ity of competing perspectives, and the capacity to

cerain future but.in looking ahead. we find our-
selves freed from the constraints of the past.

We have wilnessed a growing need for a more per- :
: ity ourstudents will be well positioned w lead and
* enact positive change inthe societies where they
gape with the currculum. This is important as it pro- -
vides students with a sense of structured autonomy
: world today However,if 1 could point to one fact

: of which Iam sure, it &that if the future lies in the
: hands ofour students, the world looks very bright
: indeed.

sonalised approach to leaming one that considers
additional 2udent voiee and chokce in how they en-

owver their leaming, Our teachers and staff have de-

veloped their technological and digital Bteracy and
applications that applied in the appropriate

context enhance the learning expenence.

The pandemic has aleo furthered our understand- :
ing of Audent assessment practices. We have inline -
with global best practice seen an ncreased need -
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their doors for the first time in months
followmng Covid-19 pandemuc-mstigat- -

We continue to aspire o
cultivate global leaders who
can face and respond to the
challenges of tomorrow

Graham Ranger
Education

¢ and desire by both leamers and teachers for forma-
: tive assessment. This is assessment that takes place
: maore frequently on anongoing basas and i used

: by the teacher to both ad just therr teaching practic-
¢ e= and alwo togauge the student’s progress. We have
students and their families now face on a daily basis. :
For some. financial difficulties present new burdens *
: ing the vital role they play insupporting their child's
: education.

used this tme to strengthen our ndationships with
the parents and guardians of the learners, reaffirm-

Asreflect on our experience. I'm reminded of

: thoseat the heart of our network of academies —
: theleamers There is a saving that its not the adver-
: sities, which we face, that define us but rather how
: we respond o them And how our students have re-

sponded!
Our students have come together and forped by a

: common experience, they have collaborated with
Edearning has aleo highlighted the importance so- -
: called for increased ownership and responsibility

: over theirown learning, whidh. in tum, pushes our

and supported one another They have taken and

teachers o hone their pedagogical skills. They have
alspextended the hand of care. compassion and re-

The safiety of our staff and student body s our firg

: poonty. The Aga Khan Academies are using inter-

- national standards tovenfy and sustain the health,
: safiety and secunty of all our residential and day stu-
: dents, 4aff and all on campus. Our reopening pro-

: cesswill be informed both by the guidelines of the

: regulatory bodies in the regions in which we operate
: and our confidence that international standands of
: best practice can be met and safely sustained.

W will continue o aspire tocultivate global lead-

: ers who will be prepaned to face and respond to the
:  challenge< of tomormow: I s our aspiration that,

when equipped with the skills of critical and cre-

embaody a spint of cunosity and intellectual humil-

come from.
There is litile that iscertain about the state of the

study togather
before the
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