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Karua and Gideon > Their parties are supporting President’s re-election

It remains WANJOHI GITHAE
to be Seen  wgithae@kenationmedia.com
TO<< Tm w resident Uhuru Kenyatta will
’ be walking a tight rope as he
U&NUDGWW embarks on his re-election
campaign- campaign in Baringo and Kirinyaga
. m counties.
Em or This is because Mr Kenyatta
HC_ummm will be torn between campaigning
g for his Jubilee Party candidates or
candidates choosing to remain neutral in order
not to antagonise the leaders of two
NUQ ﬁTOmm parties which have openly endorsed
of pro- his re-election.
. In Kirinyaga, President Nﬁd&#m
Hﬁ_uﬁmw will be torn between campaigning
Umﬁﬁmw for the Jubilee candidate for the

gubernatorial seat, former Devo-
lution Cabinet Secretary Anne
Waiguru or remaining neutral lest
he antagonises Narc-Kenya leader
Martha Karua who is seeking the
same seat on her party’s ticket.
The same dilemma awaits Presi-
dent Kenyatta in Baringo' County
where Kanu national chairman
Gideon Moi is defending his Sen-
ate seat against political newcomer,
Mr Simeon Chelugei, a close ally
of Deputy President William Ruto.
Kanu, like Narc-Kenya, has also
endorsed President Kenyatta’s
re-election even though Mr Moi
does not see eye to eye with DP
Ruto.

In Kirinyaga, matters are fur-
ther complicated for President
Kenyatta given the new found
rapport between the Mr Ruto and
Ms Waiguru.

The dilemma is not
with the President,
it’s with my opponent

Gideon Moi. A man who
says he supports the
President but doesn’t
have time for the Deputy
President” Mr Chelugei

Last Wednesday, Mr Ruto hosted
Ms Waiguru and a delegation from
the county at his offices in Karen,
Nairobi, during which he declared
that he would support her cam-
paigns in Kirinyaga where she is
facing off with Ms Karua and the
incumbent, Joseph Ndathi who
ditched Jubilee Party to run as an
Independent candidate.

During the Narc-Kenya National
Delegates Conference int Nairobi,
Mr Kenyatta pledged to have the
party as part of the government if
he is elected.

Unlike other counties in Cen-
tral region where the choice is
overwhelmingly for the Jubilee
candidate, Mr Kenyatta may be
compelled to state his stand in
Kirinyaga.

But party strategists opined to
Sunday Nation that the President
may opt to only campaign for him-
self and ask the voters to make their
own choice for other seats.

While campaigning in the county
in 2013, Mr Kenyatta called on vot-
ers to reject all smaller parties and
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President Uhuru Kenyatta is received by Narc- xmas leader Martha Karua on
arrival for the Party’s National Delegates Convention where they endorsed his
re-election bid in Nairobi. Ms Karua is seeking Kirinyaga governor’s seat.

vote for his The National Alliance
(TNA) party. The message was
clearly targeted at Ms Karua who
was also running for the Presidency
on a Narc-Kenya ticket.

This time the President has em-
braced several parties and the jury
is out on how he will handle his
campaign in regions where Jubilee-
friendly parties have a foothold.

Ms Waiguru is not perturbed
by Narc-Kenya’s support for the
President.

“Let’s be clear. Various parties
including Narc-Kenya endorsed
Uhuru candidature for President.
This should not be misconstrued
to mean that the President has
endorsed any other candidates
other than those who are of his
party where he himself is the
chairman which is Jubilee Party,”
she said.

She however feels that in the
end, the President will campaign
for candidates of his party.

“The President is obligated
,Uw the principles that govern his
party and those of democracy to
drum up support for his party
candidates. Anything short of
this would weaken his ability to
govern when elected as he needs
foot-soldiers who subscribe to his
manifesto both in the Legislature
and at the county level. And the
only foot soldiers guaranteed are
those from his party” she said.

In Baringo, President Keny-
atta might confront a similar
dilemma.

Speaking at the Kanu Zmﬁob&
Delegates Conference that en-
dorsed his re-election, President
Kenyatta promised to incorporate
the party in government if he wins
on August 8.

Mr Chelugui himself does not
see it that way.

“The dilemma is not with the
President, it’s with my opponent
Gideon Moi. A man who says he
supports the President but doesn’t
have time for the Deputy President.
How can you vote for the President
but not vote for Deputy President?
It’s not only a dilemma but one
wonders which world he lives in”
said Mr Chelugui.

He says Baringo being a Ju-
bilee zone, residents expect the
President to campaign for Jubilee
candidates.

Kanu has no governor candidate
in the county and has also fielded
only 2 out of six candidates for
parliamentary seats.

'Uhuru’s campaign di emma over m=_mm

Aga Khan Academy graduates

mﬁ mrmNoE in scholarships

Court stops bank from demanding

for Sh3lm from former executive

Ms Holland said the IB Di-

BY WINNIE ATIENO
watieno@ke.nationmedia.com

There was joy at the Aga
Khan Academy in Mombasa
yesterday when 83 students
were offered Sh52.6 million in fi-
nancial aid and scholarships.

The students among
them eight from Tajikistan
graduated with International
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma
at the institution.

‘Parents, relatives, teachers
and fellow students joined
the graduates to celebrate the
achievements.
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Muslima z_<o~=_m3mao=m of Aga Khan >nmam3< in Mombasa is all
smiles after she graduated.

They will be pursuing ter-
tiary education in different
countries including USA,
England, Canada, Australia,
United Arab Emirates, Qatar,
Kenya and Mauritius.

“You are a testament to the
growing recognition of the
value of the IB curriculum.
This is confirmed by the
numerous acceptances the
graduates received to pres-
tigious institutions of higher
education around the world,”
said the Curriculum manager
at the institution Ms Alexandra
Holland.

ploma prioritises skills that are -

essential for success in higher
education and in the increas-
ingly diverse workplace.

She added: “Critical and
creative thinking, self-man-
agement skills, inter-cultural
understanding and the ability
to work under pressure are all
developed through the pro-
gramme.”

Ms Zoya Mohsin who won
the female Award of Excellence
will be attending Cornell Uni-
versity.

The award is given to stu-
dents with highest grades;
involvement, leadership, com-
munity and service.

“I plan to contribute to envi-
ronmental conservation efforts
within the continent after gain-
ing necessary knowledge and
skills at university,” she said
during the ceremony.

According to University
counsellors at the Academy,
Adnan Visram and Samantha
Caras emphasis within the IB
provided holistic learning ex-
perience, academics, sports,
community service, personal
development and engagement
with the arts.

“It also develops our students
into young leaders who think
critically. They are both locally
and internationally minded and
seek to leave a positive impact
on their communities,” they
said.

BY BENSON WAMBUGU
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After 13 years fighting an ac-
rimonious court battle to stop
Co-operative Bank of Kenya
from demanding a refund of
Sh31 million in unpaid taxes,
the former managing director
Erastus Mureithi can now breath
a sign of relief.

He was let off the hook by
three appellate judges Martha
Koome, Patrick Kiage and
Sankale ole Kantai after they
overturned a High Court rul-
ing directing him to refund the
lump sum allegedly paid on
his behalf to Kenya Revenue
Authority (KRA).

“Mr Mureithi did not owe any
tax obligations to KRA by the
time he left the bank,” said the
judges in a unanimous decision
on May 12.

High Court judge Jonathan
Havelock had in April 2013
ordered Mr Mureithi to pay -
Shil.2 million together with
accruing interest of 14 per cent
per annum from 2003 when
bank lodged the suit. Until last
week, the payout stood at Sh31
million.

The bank alleged it paid the
money to KRA on behalf of the
former Ol Kalou MP when he
served as the bank’s chief execu-
tive between 1998 and 2001.

Aggrieved by the ruling, Mr
Mureithi moved to the appellate

court and successfully argued
that the amount demanded
from him by the bank was not
existent.

Mr Mureithi (above) argued
that under the terms of employ-
ment, he was entitled to all his
benefits at no cost to himself,
including the taxes.

He argued that the bank,
having admitted that it failed
to carry out its statutory man-
date to make the deductions,
could not pass the responsibil-
ity to him.

Through his lawyer Mbuthi
Gathenji, Mr Mureithi main-
tained that the bank processed
and paid his terminal dues
without raising any issue or
caution about any pending tax
liability.

“The evidence tendered was
suggestive of the payment hav-

ing been part of a set-off against

a larger tax credit that the bank
was entitled to from KRA. But

this is not backed by any com-
munication from the bank and
the taxman,” observed the
judges.

The judges also noted the
records as presented before
them, had inconsistent totals
and Shii.2 million, which did
not appear anywhere in the
correspondence between the
bank and KRA.

“In the absence of concrete
evidence we think, the High
Court judge had no proper or
any basis upon which to ac-
cept the attempt to “squeeze”
something from Mr Mureithi,”
said the judges.

According to the bank, Mr
Mureithi was required to pay
tax from his monthly benefits
and allowances, but he made the
lender to meet the obligations
by virtue of his position as chief
executive.

The bank’s former head of fi-
nance Mr Lawrence Karissa said
in court that the lender would
cater for all medical expenses
for Mr Mureithi’s wife and four
children aged below 18 and pay
for their education expenses.

Mr Karissa further testified
the tax accrued from benefits
of a car valued at Sh2.9 million
and Shio million insurance pre-
miums with a Sh3.2 million tax.

.The tax payable on the educa-

tion fees for his children from
1998 to 2000 was computed by
KRA as Sh4.6 million.
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