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Capturmq humamty with photos

odelled after the photoblog
M ‘Humans of New York’, a re-
cent exhibition conducted at

\ the Academy featured street portraits

and interviews collected from faculty,

~ students, administrative and support
staff.

With the intention of creating con-
nections between the members of the
Aga Khan Academy community, 22 stu-
dents of class VIII were challenged to
design and develop a project that rep-
resented human diversity and they
chose to create a photojournalism ex-
hibition,

This student-led project, guided by
Teacher Preparation Programme in-
tern Afeera Maryam and design fac-
ulty Michelle Massaro and inspired by
Brandon Stanton's popular social me-
dia site, “Humans of New York”, in-
vited people to share a part of them-
selves, their ideas, challenges, a story

_or just amoment of theirday with the

goal of showing diversity and foster-

“ing empathy.

To develop their version, students
needed to take on many roles includ-
ing those of journalist, photographer,

translator; editor and event manager.
They conducted interviewsand record-
ed conversations with “humans” at the
academy, including faculty, support
staff, h lity, maints student

inal, their exhibition was connected
across the globe to a school in St.
Thomas, Ontario, Canada.

Inorder to do this. the process was
d d and the stud invited

athletes, artistes and academics, They
transcribed an excerpt from each of
the recordings to be displayed along
with a candid photo they snapped of
the person interviewed.

They captured over 100 different
people, eventually selecting 70 to be
part of the end product.

The connections that the students
made and shared with the school com-
munity was extended to visiting Aga
Khan Academy network leadership and
parents on October 5-6th at their “Hu-
mans of the Aga Khan Academy Ex-
hibition”. The display visibly cele-
brated the diversity of some very vi-
brant people. The photographs, stories,
project documentation and beautiful
décor, arranged by the students under
the guidance of their teachers received
a positive response.

While this project by the students
of class VIIT has not yet gained the au-
dience of 20 million of Stanton’s orig-

a class of Canadian secondary school
students to take part in their own ver-
sion of the projectand both groups will
be sharing their experience througha
Skype call in November 2017, This is
seen as an opportunity to create con-
nections between people, foster un-
derstanding and spark conversation.

Reflecting on the process, students
found that this project helped them be-
come more confident in conversing
with new people and be more empa-
thetic to others, When asked what skills
they saw grow through the course of
this project, the consensus was “pa-
iience. organisation and understand-

ng”,

The class VIII students have also
submitted a video of their exhibition
story to the ‘Design for Change School
challenge’.

Michelle Massaro, faculty,
The Aga Khan Academy Hyderabad




